
The Adonis Butler Memorial Endowment Scholarship Fund 
 

The Adonis Butler Memorial Endowment Scholarship Fund was created to honor the life and legacy of 
Adonis Butler.  Adonis was a 2019 graduate of Dutchtown High School.  Earning the name “The Human 
Hit Stick”, he was one of the best linebackers to ever wear the Bulldog uniform.  As one of the leading 
tacklers on the team both years that he played at Dutchtown High, Adonis was the epitome of aggression.  
Nicknamed “AD” by one of his football coaches at the age of 10, he was also the epitome of a leader, 
always giving 150% every time he stepped onto the field.  Absolutely no one would outwork Adonis.  All 
of his coaches and trainers loved working with him because he was coachable and respectful.  He was also 
a leader off the field.  He motivated, inspired and encouraged everyone who had the honor of knowing 
him.  He was willing to work with anyone who had the desire to do and be better.  Whether he was training 
on his own or rounding up his Bulldog brothers, he worked on his craft 24/7/365.  He often called himself 
the humble beast and his first tattoo “Built Different” very much described Adonis.  He was a beast on the 
field but off the field he was about elevating, love and peace.  He loved God, family, friends and football.  
He especially loved his alma mater, coming to Dutchtown during his college breaks to talk with and 
encourage the football team.  Adonis’s life tragically ended on November 1, 2021, when he was struck 
and killed by a city bus while he was walking in the crosswalk on the Albany State University campus on 
his way to football practice.  Adonis was a great son, brother, friend and teammate.  He impacted the lives 
of many during his 21 years on this Earth, and by awarding this scholarship annually, he will continue to 
do so.   
 
CRITERIA  
 
Applicants must: 
 

 Have a minimum GPA of 2.74; 
 

 Be a graduating high school senior who has been accepted to and intends to go to college; 
 

 Not already be the recipient of a full tuition scholarship; 
 

 Be a football player; 1 
 

 Write an essay about (1) why you should be awarded this scholarship; and (2) how you will carry 
on Adonis’s legacy; and  

 
 Submit their essay by no later than April 15. 

 
 
 
The finalists will participate in an interview conducted by Adonis’s family.   Adonis’s family will select a 
recipient based on the essay and interview.   
 
 
                                                      

1 In the event the football program ends, the award will be given to a student athlete.  In the event 
Dutchtown no longer has an athletic program, the award will be given to any student who exemplifies 
Adonis’s character.  


